Letter to the Patrons of Washington, Agricultural Grange News, March 1915

Washiugton State Grange
P. of H.
Office of the Master

o leriesas, Wash,, Foelo 15 1915
T ihe Patranz of Washington :

There is now pending In the Legislature, st Olvmpin, measgures and Amagdments, whith, TErndceted, will desioo
the wery Hife and usefulress of the Initiative and Referendum.  The somendment (o e indtiativee law provides that al
petitions shall be filed with the registeation officer (which officer i provided in another hillhy and all persons wish
ing 1o sign-a petition must appear in person before guch registration ol fieer, b dentified by Dbon sonal sign the peetition
in hig pregemes,

. The amendment provides forther, thin oo pergon may solicit any person (o =gy a petition within 100 Geep of U
offive of any registration office, making it o misdemeanor (o carry or solicit any person 1o sigp o peetition in viola
tion of thix aet, This Ix House 1311 N, 120,

A STUDY OF THE PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT.

Have you caleulated what effect this will have on the secoring of names (o aony petition?  No oone Knows Bet e
than the proponents of thess amemdownts, amd The Whiskey aned Mg Hosiness |l1|*"‘""‘W of the: whole zelieme
that It would make I8 all bt Boposgilile o secore Uie reoguired oumber of noimes oo BT dnitBadive o refereaalnm

petition.
THIS THEIR OBJECT.

This dark-lnntern ot was conceivid fo the minds of the Liguor Inlerogts with a view o destroving the effie
eney of the Referemdom. Ty 1996 eleet o Whiskey controlled leglslature, then in 1915 procecd to repeal all temper:
ance laws, and all popular government leglslation with o fiem belicd that it had been made practieally coectain ha
there was no danger of (he Weferemdom or Che Initintive, 00 they e alile toopodl of 0 the peading leeislation

YOUR HOPE.

There I8 bt one hope Tor the peoaple and thar is, the influenee yon may have with vour members of the Legis
Inture and the CGovernor. Write your members amd state olearly that youn are opposed to ndy tampering with  the
Primary Law, or any amending of the Initiative and Referendum, leave them Just ag they are. Make your letter elear
#0 there can be no misanderstanding your meaning. After having wreitten your member in Seante and House, then
write Governor Lister, Ask him to uxe his veto on any such B or bills or amendments thing eomae fo liim doring

this session,
DELAY DANGEROUS,

There i no time Tor delay.  Those who Hve near should go or semnd deleginlions o ODvovpda g8 omaae, el om e
Governor, and make emphatic protest against any such legislation. I hax been demongtirated thime and time agalp
that a peti*fon in “Roots™ will have by far and more Insting effect than all the petitiopns that coulld oo rolled up
Aszure the Governor that the people know what they want, and If he will stand by the people the people will stand

by him.
et your letters in at once and urge all (o write, Time is a factor in this great struggle to save what we have in
popular. government. Don't delay, do your part at once. Fraternally.

C. B. KEGLEY.

I would suggest that a letter or resolution be gigned by ns many as possible, or adopted by your Grange, or other
body, pratesting against the adoption, in any form. of H. B, No. 120. (et busy! Don’t hesitate 1o use some of your
time and energy In this work. FRED. W. LEWIS,
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